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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To keep an air feed rate constant regardless of change in atmospheric pressure as well as to 
prevent both operations at a high oxygen utilization factor and degradation in characteristics followed by 
the aforesaid operations by controlling a feed rate of reaction air in inverse proportion to the variation of 
atmospheric pressure. 

CONSTITUTION: An air feed means 3 is made up of an air blower 3B controlling the feed rate of reaction 
air, and of a reaction air system setting operation section 3 A which determines a reaction air feed rate in 
response to a load electric power command, and converts the determined feed rate into a revolution speed 
command 3r to the blower so as to be outputted. Moreover, a correction factor operation section is 
additionally provided for the means 3, which compares the detected pressure of an atmospheric pressure 
sensor 1 6 with a reference pressure, and determines a rate of change so as to output a correction command 
17c on an air feed rate to the operation section 3 A. As the feed method of reaction air, the air suction rate of 
the blower 3B is increased in inverse proportion to drop in pressure by increasing the revolution speed of 
the blower 3B in inverse proportion to drop in atmospheric pressure, and the delivery rate of the blower 3B 
is increased as the suction rate of the blower goes up, so that influence by drop in atmospheric pressure is 
thereby corrected. 
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